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Synopsis

A powerful and substantiated expose of the medical politics that prevents promising alternative
cancer therapies from being implemented in the United States. & ¢ Focuses on Harry Hoxsey, the
subject of the author’'s award-winning documentary, who claimed to cure cancer using herbal
remedies. & ¢ Presents scientific evidence supporting Hoxsey’s cancer-fighting claims.a ¢ Published
to coincide with the anticipated 2000 public release of the government-sponsored report finding
"noteworthy cases of survival" among Hoxsey patients. Harry Hoxsey claimed to cure cancer using
herbal remedies, and thousands of patients swore that he healed them. His Texas clinic became the
world’s largest privately owned cancer center with branches in seventeen states, and the value of its
therapeutic treatments was upheld by two federal courts. Even his arch-nemesis, the AMA, admitted
his treatment was effective against some forms of cancer. But the medical establishment refused an
investigation, branding Hoxsey the worst cancer quack of the century and forcing his clinic to
Tijuana, Mexico, where it continues to claim very high success rates. Modern laboratory tests have
confirmed the anticancer properties of Hoxsey’s herbs, and a federal govenment-sponsored report
is now calling for a major reconsideration of the Hoxsey therapy. When Healing Becomes a Crime
exposes the overall failure of the War on Cancer, while revealing how yesterday’s "unorthodox"
treatments are emerging as tomorrow’s medicine. It probes other promising unconventional cancer
treatments that have also been condemned without investigation, delving deeply into the corrosive
medical politics and powerful economic forces behind this suppression. As alternative medicine
finally regains its rightful place in mainstream practice, this compelling book will not only forever

change the way you see medicine, but could also save your life.
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Customer Reviews

Warning, when you read this book you might be scared away from & ceconventional medicinea ¢! If
you are suffering of cancer or have a relative that is terminally ill and has been given up by doctors,
| recommend this book as a & cesecond opiniona «.This book tells the story of how an alternative
treatment was sabotaged by the medical community and by organizations that are supposed to
protect our health (such as the Food and Drug Administration). As a European, | have been quite
skeptical about this agency for some time, and this book doesna ™t help at all! The picture this
book gives you is that the main reason a drug gets accepted or not might be linked to serious
lobbying inside the conventional medical community and to the financial gains that are linked to it.
This isna ™t hard to believe if you see how the tobacco lobby succeeded for years to cover up the
problems smoking causes.Yet, there is hope as far "conventional medicine" is concerned. Evidence
Based Medicine (EBM) teaches doctors that they should stay current with recent research on drugs
and learn how to interpret studies before administering drugs to their patients. | studied this subject
in preparation of my Ph.D. | believe that EBM practices do drastically enhance our chances as
patients to get the right treatment, especially if you read that 50% of doctors risk giving you a wrong
or outdated treatment. No wonder many doctors admit that many patients get better DESPITE their
doctora ™s treatment.The problem with EBM is that apparently some often used treatments such as
many current forms of chemotherapy lack the statistical data to back them up, and that doctors

seem to treat patients with those cures because they dona ™t have anything better.

WHEN HEALING BECOMES A CRIME, Kenny Ausubel, Rochester, VT: Healing Arts Press, 2000,
461pp., $19.95 Despite being involved in alternative medicine (specifically homeopathic medicine)
since 1972, | have always had strong skepticism of alternative therapies for cancer. | questioned
their true effectiveness, and even more, | questioned the ethics of their advocates. After reading
Kenny Ausubel’'s newest book, | realize now how effective the propaganda against alternative
cancer therapies have been on me, despite my own predilections towards alternative medicine and
my strong skepticism of conventional approaches. | was truly blown away by WHEN HEALING
BECOMES A CRIME. What the SILENT SPRING did for the environmental movement, his book
does for the alternative cancer movement (perhaps this book should have been called or sub-titled
THE SUPPRESSED SPRING, since the AMA, the FDA, and the drug companies have been so



effective in suppressing any positive information about these therapies and have been
extraordinarily effective in providing misinformation about them). The general public is interested in
alternative medicine, not only in recent times, but Ausubel references a Chicago Medical Society
survey that discovered that 85% of Americans used "drugless healers" in the early 1940s. The
misinformation and demonization of alternative medicine by the AMA and the FDA is quite

remarkable and sad (no, St. Johns wort won’t cure this depression!).

Kenny Ausubel spent 20 years of the prime of his life researching a story that everyone needs to
know. Paragraph by paragraph, he reveals the motivations of those who would deprive suffering
patients of history’s most successful cancer treatment.Personally, | have never been able to take
Hoxsey the man seriously, but what erudition Hoxsey lacked, Dr. Frederic Mohs had in abundance
-- and what is extraordinary is that their bloodroot paste formulae were essentially identical. Hoxsey
was persecuted for his efforts to make his treatment available; the Mohs microsurgery method is
now widely accepted and practiced in such illustrious institutions as Harvard Medical School.Ergo,
the pattern of suppression detailed in Ausubel’s book is all the more important because it was not
based on science but rather on the politics of medicine, something that demands questioning since
fifty years later, the basic problem is not solved.There is no question but that the public deserves
access to anything that might alleviate suffering, prolong lives, or cure them of their illnesses. The
Government is charged with protecting the public from fraud; but in its zeal to brand outsiders as
quacks, it has lost focus on the humanitarian as well as clinical aspects of healing.I therefore
disagree vehemently with the review posted below by fraud investigator. Hoxsey made his money in
oil and operated affordable facilities for people seeking a cure for cancer. Yes, he was lacking
proper credentials, but knowledge and experience can be acquired in clinical settings where keenly
observant people can by-pass indoctrination and determine whether or not patients are responding

well to treatment.
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